
20th century US Black Liberation Movement 

Marcus Garvey 
Negro Improvement 
Association 
‘Back to Africa’ 
Separatism  

WEB DuBois 
NAACP = National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
Integration 



The Nation of Islam was founded in Detroit in 1930 
Temples set up northern black ghettos – Detroit, Chicago, NYC 



Elijah Mohhamad led the group until 1975 
‘The Hate that Hate Produced’  - 
a 1959 T.V. broadcast about the NOI and its 
views that white people were ‘devils’ featured  
Malcolm X apolitical Black nationalism 
 



Malcolm X became a leader of the Nation of Islam  
in the 1950’s but left in 1964 and was assassinated in 1965 
 



World heavy-weight champion Mohammad Ali joined in 1964 



Mainstream Civil Rights Movement 
Legal action(through the courts) and direct action (in the streets) 
 to end racial segregation 
1957 SCLC founded by King in Atlanta – organized boycotts and marches 



Lunch counter sit-in 1960 Greensboro, North Carolina 
SNCC founded & organized sit-ins all over the South 





Birmingham 1963 



March on Washington 1963 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smEqnnklfYs 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smEqnnklfYs


Mississippi Freedom Summer 1964 
Voter Registration Drive  



Selma, Alabama 1965 
A series of marches from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama 
for voter registration 
Police broke up the marches with beatings and arrests 
SNCC & SCLC - culmination of mainstream movement 
Transition to radicalization 
 



‘Long hot summers’ Riots in urban ghettos 
1964 – 1967 
Newark, New Jersey 
Harlem, Detroit, Watts (Los Angeles), Philadelphia 
 



Stokely Carmichael 

Black Power 
CORE 
SNCC 
Black Panthers 
 



Radicalization of SNCC and the founding of the Black Panther Party 
In 1966 in Oakland, California Huey Newton Bobby Seale 
Advocating separatism and armed self-defense; critical of 
King’s’turn the other cheek’ philosophy 
Promoted self-help and Black pride 
Reaction to the riots in black ghettos – 
The long hot summers of 1964 - 1967 
 

Ten Point Program 
The right to self-determination and self-rule 
Right to self-defense 
Full employment, land, bread, housing, education 
Black men exempt from military service 
End to police brutality 
Release of all black prisoners 
 





 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4PqLKWuwyU&feature=related 
 

Clash between methods & goals of the mainstream civil rights movement  
and the more radicalized Black Power movement reflected in the divergent  
views  expressed here by Martin Luther King and Malcolm X 

But by 1 967,  King links the Black liberation struggle with the Vietnam anti- war  
cause,  further radicalizing the civil rights movement and breaking up the  
liberal coalition of Johnson’s Great Society  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4PqLKWuwyU&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4PqLKWuwyU&feature=related
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