
 

Slide 1 : Nazi Germany 
I am going to present how violence was used in Nazi germany and Soviet Russia as a 
method to control its population. Firstly, in Germany, the use of violence gradually increased 
from the moment the Nazi party was gaining popular support in the 1920s to the end of Nazi 
Germany in 1945 as it served many purposes in maintaining control over the population 
politically, economically and socially. 
 

1) Brief presentation of SA and SS the police forces behind most of the violence in 
germany 

→ The SA or “Sturmabteilung”; paramilitary; 1921; grew 3 million strong by 1934; used by 
Htiler to intimidate, injure, kill opposition 
→ The SS or “Schutzstaffel”; 1925;  SA subdivision; role: protect Hitler / provide security for 
political meetings / solicit subscribers for the Nazi news paper; grew from 8 mmbrs to 50 000 
in 8 years; Heinrich Himmler: chief of the SS developed recruitment based on ancestry & 
strict marriage laws following the Nazi ideology of the “pure race”; 1934 became the private 
army of Nazi party 
→ Gestapo (Secret State Police); created by Himmler; 1933; SS subdivision; role: hollocaust 
/ spying & arresting nazi targets. 
 

2) Use of  violence to take control of political power 
1923; Hitler, inspired by Mussolini → march on Rome;  attempt at overthrow of Weimar 
republic w/ 1000 SA soldiers; failed & H. was sent to prison →  1st direct use of violence to 
gain political power. 

H. released; communist party = main political and physical threat; had large support 
from the german population & created the Red Fighting Force (paramilitary org); Germans 
feared communist p.; used force/coercion to gain more support; To counteract threat & use it 
to its advantge → nazi party used SA murder communist fighters; through violence : nazi 
party painted itself defender of the german people = more popularity & weakened opposition 
 

3) Once in power violence was used to consolidate and maintain it 
→ 1933; Hitler = chancellor of Germany → laws more power SA / SS  
→ 1stly SA & SS = official police forces  
→ 2ndly 28th of February 1933; Reichtag (German parliament) burned; H. 
opportunity→blame communists & state of emergency w/ article 48 (suspend ​f. of expression, 
f. of the speech, the f. to assemble, the privacy of communications​) => PForce can spy on 
mails, phone conv & search homes w/out warrant 
→ 2nd emergency act : police granted unlimited power of arrest “protective custody”; right to 
arrest anyone w/out trial / judicial proceedings  
→March 20 1933; H Himmler head of SS announced the Dachau camp → beginning of 
mass imprisonment of political opponents; people in “protective custody” confined in c. 
camps. 
→ Full power = SS & SA + concentration camps = beginning of the german police state → 
political unit characterized by repressive governmental control of political, economic and 
social life using an arbitrary exercise of power by police. 
 

a) Social 
Ex violence used to control the german social and cultural lives; nazi book burnings; 1930s; 
triggered movmt german students → burned “un-german” books; nationwide w/ Nazi police 



 

raiding libraries, book stores & publisher warehouses → confiscate works dis not conform to 
nazi ideology; burning & confiscating books against nazi ideology = measure to force 
german pop into controlling what was learnt; violence =>important role in doing so 
 

b)  Economic 

Nazi gov control over german econ; partnerships w/ leading German business interests 
(supported regime goals & war effort); exchange for advantageous contracts, subsidies, & 
suppression trade union movmt; suppression handled by SA →  occupied unions forcefully 
stop activities & suppress independent labor front; privileged large businesses 

c) Political 

Finally, the Nazi government was able to illiminate all forms of oppositon with the use of 
violence.  

→ June 30th to July 2nd 1934; H. (urged by Himmler and Goering) ordered SS → murder 
SA leaders; hundreds of perceived SA opponents murdered including Ernst Rohm; leader of 
SA perceived threat to N. party (SA was too powerful) 
→ W/ unlimited power to police (Reichstag fire); Gestapo, SS, SA →  door 2 door arresting / 
killing communists/socialists/leftists/trade unionists; 2 months (end  April 1933) 50 000 
political opponents → in prison camps (Dachau)  
→ parties either closed by law or close by force; N. party = only party aloud; If not opposing 
party members saw homes vandalized & beat up in streets 
→ The fear generated by these public beatings & murders + with dissappearance of 1000s & 
presence of Gestapo informants = silence germans that against Nazi gov; factors contributed 
to creation of terror state → all germans forced into submission; terror state large enough 
scale allowed => no opposition once all outspoken opponents had been eliminated. 
 
 
      4) Finally violence was used to carry out Nazi ideologies 
→ Himmler carried out orders from H.;role : “final solution” extermination of all Jews in 
Europe →  hollocaust killed 6 million jews 
→ violence against Gypsies, black people, handicaped, homosexuals using barbaric 
methods; ex : steralization / murder; 1945; 200 000 handicapped people had been murdered 
by the Nazi police forces. 
 

Slide 2 : Soviet Russia 
 

Now we will explore how the revolutionaries and the soviet state used violence to control the 
Russian population.  

1) Violence was used to take control of political power 
→ Febr + Oct revo => communist party (head : Vladimir Lenin) take control of the Russian 
gov; Oct revo, Petrograd = violent++;  opposed Red Guards (armed factory workers & 
peasants) w/ imperial army; result : 1500 people shot & the bolsheviks in power; unlike N. 
party : bolsheviks used force to seize political power.  
 

2) Once in power use of violence eliminate all forms of opposition 
→ bolsheviks in control of gov →  dissolved elected assembly & banned opposition => civil 
war; 1917 - 1922; conflict : Lenin's bolsheviks successfully defeated various anti-bolshevik 
armies  



 

a) Civil war and Red terror 
→ Red army; January 1918; role : protect soviet state from ext & int enemies; how 
bolsheviks fought off whites (monarchists, militarists and left socialists); source of violence 
between the various sides & against civilians (line between combatants & non combatants 
was thin) 
→  Furthermore, to fight off + effectively; 1917; “Cheka” the all-Russian Emergency for 
Combating Counter Revolution and Sabotage; created : bolsh gov; small security force; role 
: combating anti-revolutionaries; It grew over the course of 1918 and became a feared 
apparatus of oppression; 1922 reorganized under the name of NKVD; exp several 
reincarnations 
→  The Red terror; role : defeat opposition during the civil war; 1918 to 1922; campaign of 
mass oppression by cheka org; all members of political opposition →  targeted by 
intelligence/police forces; 10 000s branded  “class enemies'' => detained in concentration 
camps or executed w/out trial; cheka operation : renunciation of justice system + 
execution/detention w/out trial of anyone suspected “class enemy”; 1.3 million victims 
→ In conclusion to the red terror; served 2 purposes; 1) giving away with the bolshevik 
opposition & 2) painting the bolsheviks as defenders of the working class (most “class 
enemies” were politicians & part of the russian bourgeoisie) 
→ 1922; civil war end →  bolsheviks emerged victorious. 
 

a) The Great terror  
→ Violence used again →  method of control by terrorising & suppressing russian ppl; larger 
scale; Joseph Stalin (Lennin’s bad health => uncontested leader of communist party 1927) 
→ S.initiated Great purge; 1936 - 1938; Purge = nationwide intel op aimed → eliminate all 
opposition to Stalin within the C. party 
→  Startd w/ order NKVD to assassinate high ranking C.party member Sergei Kirov;Kirov 
murder => excuse : introduce extreme measures agnst political crime & for conducting a 
hunt for alleged conspirators against Kirov;  three show trials against members bolsh party 
(subsequently proved innocent; evidence against them were confessions made under torture 
from the NKVD) 
Purge killed over ⅓ of C. party members & the arrest/execution of hundreds of notable 
figures in the soviet political, military and cultural life 
→ Public affected: as terror spread => people coerced in accusing neighbors; accusations 
ended in people tortured to sign outrageous crimes they had never committed → sent to 
Gulags in Siberia & died or executed; 3 million killed by 1938 
→ Finally, quote from Léon Trotsky (1 of the main architects of the Russian revo) : “The 
revolution kills individuals, and intimidates thousands.” Red Terror & Great Terror = 
instruments of fear => carry out the C. ideologies & consolidate dictatorial power over 
Russian pop; Terror State submits all people with fear & police state →  arbitrary 
arrest/execution. Effective, nationwide method of taking full control over people’s lives. 


