
Document Based Question 

To what extent did the domestic policies of the Democratic and Republican 
Parties in the US change between 1945 and the 1990s? Consider the political, 
economic and social issues of the period.                                                                                                    
Use your own knowledge and the documents to answer the question. Include 
an evaluation of the usefulness of the documents in your essay. 

 

Document 1 - An excerpt from Reagan’s Inaugural Address January 1981 

In this present crisis, government is not the solution to our problem; government is 
the problem. From time to time we've been tempted to believe that society has 
become too complex to be managed by self-rule, that government by an elite group is 
superior to government for, by, and of the people. Well, if no one among us is 
capable of governing himself, then who among us has the capacity to govern 
someone else? All of us together, in and out of government, must bear the burden. 
The solutions we seek must be equitable, with no one group singled out to pay a 
higher price.  

It is no coincidence that our present troubles parallel and are proportionate to the 
intervention and intrusion in our lives that result from unnecessary and excessive 
growth of government. 

It is time to reawaken this industrial giant, to get government back within its means, 
and to lighten our punitive tax burden. And these will be our first priorities, and on 
these principles there will be no compromise.  

 

Document 2 – An excerpt from Clinton’s Address before a Joint Session of the 
Congress on the State of the Union January 1996 

We know big Government does not have all the answers. We know there's not a 
program for every problem. We know, and we have worked to give the American 
people a smaller, less bureaucratic Government in Washington. And we have to give 
the American people one that lives within its means. The era of big Government is 
over. But we cannot go back to the time when our citizens were left to fend for 
themselves. 

Here, in this place, our responsibility begins with balancing the budget in a way that is 
fair to all Americans. There is now broad bipartisan agreement that permanent deficit 
spending must come to an end. I compliment the Republican leadership and the 
membership for the energy and determination you have brought to this task of 
balancing the budget. And I thank the Democrats for passing the largest deficit 
reduction plan in history in 1993, which has already cut the deficit nearly in half in 3 
years. 


